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Objective: Students will explore their own multiple identities and discuss the ways in which they
have agency to share (or not share) parts of their identity in different spaces. Students will
compare what it means to tell your own story, vs have others tell it for you. Students will plan
and take a self(ie) portrait.

Theme: Identity and Visual Representation

Text/Artwork/Video: Low Rider, 2021; Smile Now Cry Later, 2017;

Materials: Graphic Organizer, Cell Phone Camera, pencil and paper for sketching, Identity-tree
Worksheet

Time: Over two days

Guiding Question(s): Portraits and Selfies;
Can you fit all your multiple identities into one picture? Is a social media profile an accurate
portrayal of someone’s identity? How can you take control of your own narrative?

Activity 1: Identity Tree
Students will create an identity tree, (handout 1) Adapted from Zaretta Hammond (2015) on
culture. (This can be assigned ahead of time or used as a warm-up activity over a couple days
time)

Activity 2:  Selfie Project

Part 1: Image analysis
Give students time with each featured image to make general observations as a class.

Part 2: Pair Share
Teams choose two of the featured images to compare. Students work with a partner to examine

specific details such as

POSE:
Which subjects do you think are posed? Do any images appear candid?

https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/my-drive
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What can we tell from their pose (i.e. frontal; profile; partly turned; seated; body
language? Where are they looking (i.e. direct eye contact with the viewer; downcast)?
PROPS and DETAILS:
What props (placed objects) and important details are included? What do the object
surrounding the subjects and their clothes say about their identity?
SETTINGS:
How do aspects of setting support the primary subject?
Where do you think each subject is posed? In their home? Somewhere else?
What is the effect of including these items within the arrangement (visual unity;
connections between different parts of the artwork; directs attention; surprise;
variety and visual interest; separates / borders; transformation from one object to
another; unexpected juxtaposition)?

PART 3: Individual Reflection
Writing activity; students choose one image to focus on and respond to the following prompt.
What assumptions can you make about the subject(s) of the piece? Who do you think they are?
What can you assume about their identity? Who is documenting their story?

OPTIONAL ARTMAKING EXTENSION

Extension 1: Discussion; Shaping Our OWN Narratives
Part 1: In small groups students will have the opportunity to share information from their
Identitree (Handout 1). Students may choose to share information from  any of the levels of
identity, root, trunk or branches. Keep in mind some students might need time to be willing to
open up about certain aspects of their identity, that is OK.

*Remind students that it is their area of expertise and they can choose to share as much or as
little as they like.

Part 2: Ask students to write about their experience sharing their Identitrees, what made it easy to
share or difficult? Were they surprised by things they learned about their classmates? How did it feel
to decide how much or how little to share about themself?

Part 3: In small groups or as a whole class; Discuss the identities that are put upon us, identities that
we don't see, but others do. Have students make a list of those things that others may think are a
part of them but are not, allow students to share.
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Artmaking Activity
The Selfie Project: How we portray ourselves to others
Students will consider the parts of their identity they want to portray in order to plan and execute
their own digital self portrait “selfie” taking into consideration pose, props and details, and
setting. Students will display their selfie as part of a virtual gallery walk.

Planning  Make a list of the things you will need for your selfie.
Students can refer back to their Identitree for inspiration. Students are encouraged to explore
specific items (props) or details that can convey chosen aspects of their identity. Items that have
meaning to them (a prized possessions; team uniform; favorite stuffed animal etc) and also
items that symbolize a part of their identity (a flag, a article of clothing, a hairstyle, a musical
reference, etc)

Sketch the layout,Where will the photo be taken?  How will the props be arranged? How will the
student pose?

Students take the planned photo. Depending on time/capacity, you might create a photo space
for students to book a time to take their photo. Perhaps students are more comfortable taking
the photo at home and bringing it into class. Decide as a group how this process will be carried
out.
*****

Final Product : Virtual Gallery Walk

Reflection:
Students ask and answer questions about each other's selfie and how props/objects relate to
their identity.
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